
Geog 205 (Individuals & Groups)  

• Required in the new Urban/Regional major track & a GEC for other students 

• Assessment plan talks about embedded testing, does not provide specific 

examples/questions but talks about monitoring and evaluating the embedded 

testing 

o send some sample questions that map to the learning outcomes- 

what are the expectations/performance levels that would be 

acceptable? 

TABLED UNTIL NEXT TIME 

 





























14 April 2009 

Response to queries from the CCI Subcommittee regarding Geography 205: Human Geography  

The Subcommittee asks for more information regarding our assessment plan for Geog 205, particularly 

in regard to embedded testing.  The Subcommittee asks that we provide sample questions that map 

specifically to the learning outcomes of the Individuals and Groups GEC.  The Subcommittee asked for 

similar information regarding the proposal for Geography 420; our response for Geog 205 parallels our 

response for that course.  We hope this response effectively answers the subcommittee’s concerns.  If 

not, we will be happy to further address the issues. 

Embedded testing is one method of direct assessment to be used in the course.  Some testing will be in 

the form of specific questions on the mid-term and final while others will be part of weekly written 

assignments. The embedded questions on the exams will be aimed at evaluating students understanding 

of the learning outcomes for the material on that exam. For example, the mid-term takes place in week 

5. The topics covered on that exam include Geography as a discipline, spatial interdependence and 

inequality, population geography, and cultural geography (and how these topics are connected). The 

embedded questions would address how well students are grasping the theories of scientific inquiry 

(geography as a discipline and subdisciplines within) and differences and similarities in social and 

cultural contexts of human existence (spatial interdependence and inequality, issues in population and 

cultural geography).   

Assessment using the weekly written assignments will be similar but this format gives the instructor 

added ability to learn how well students have internalized the learning outcomes – understanding the 

theories of social scientific inquiry and their relevance for social problem solving and policy making.  The 

weekly discussion groups, with which the written assignments are associated, also emphasize methods, 

so it will be in these assignments that we will embed questions related to understanding of social 

scientific methods.   

The fact that Geog 205 is a new course and has yet to be taught presents us with the dilemma of 

providing specific example questions. We prefer not to make up an artificial response simply to “check 

the box.” Indeed we plan to proceed consistent with good pedagogic practice, and consistent with the 

advice of prior assessment designers (Gunther). Once the course is approved and the professor is able to 

assemble the lectures, Carmen resources and so on, the specific questions will be easily identified.  The 

Undergraduate Studies Committee has a process in place for both individual course and overall major 

assessment, and will follow-up on these issues once the course is taught. We would expect that at least 

75% of students taking the course would demonstrate basic understanding of a majority of the learning 

outcomes listed on the initial assessment plan for GEC status.  

The instructor, in conjunction with the Undergraduate Studies Committee, will review the results of the 

embedded testing, discuss the findings with the department Chair and make modifications to the course 

where necessary to better meet the applicable learning outcomes.  































 

Geog 400 (Soc Diversity) 

• Course title and description change; removed some specificity (ethnicity, 

urbanization); ethnicity a big part of culture, odd to remove 

• Does the title change include an analysis of Mexico? Why change course title 

if not?  The text itself mentioned US & Canada—concern that the syllabus 

does not reflect the title change—is it Central America perhaps? 

UNANIMOUSLY SENT BACK 

 

Geog 430 (HNER) 

• Course title, description, contact hrs & prereq changes 

• ENR has a concern with course title change (though relatively minor as they 

express in their letter), removing “Geographical Perspectives” from title; 

obviously if it is offered by Geog course it involves Geog perspectives; 

environment means different things to different people 

• Change to description; human interaction with environment is an old field 

• Remove lab 

• Rationale for removal of lab (perhaps they are spreading out what was done 

in lab)- does this alter their ability to meet the GEC category? 

• Remove 210 prereq- rationale- does this alter their ability to meet the GEC 

category?.  Physical Geography course; pedagogically the lab sounds like hands-

on problem solving and field 

UNANIMOUSLY SENT BACK 

 

 



13 April 2009 

 

Response to queries from the CCI Subcommittee regarding course change proposals for 

Geography 400 and 430 

 

 

1. Geography 400 

 

The Subcommittee asked for more information regarding the title change for Geography 400.  

Please find attached a new syllabus that incorporates Mexico into the study of North America.  

The syllabus focuses on relationships among the US, Mexico, and Canada.   

 

2. Geography 430 

 

First, in response to concern about the title change expressed by our colleagues in SENR, we 

have decided not to change the title of the course.  We would still like to make all the other 

proposed changes (including the 18-character title).  The course title will remain: Geographical 

Perspectives on Environment and Society.   

 

Second, the Subcommittee asked about the removal of the lab and its relation with the GEC 

category.   

• Although the course was originally proposed with a lab, it has never been taught with 

one.  The change that we are requesting therefore reflects actual practice within the 

department.   

• This should not affect the ability of the course to meet GEC social science category HNER 

requirements, as the core content of the course closely matches the expected learning 

outcomes of this GEC category.  The course covers a range of different intellectual 

approaches (historical and contemporary) regarding the use and distribution of natural 

resources and covers a variety of policy approaches concerning such resources.  A major 

focus of the course is the political, economic, and social trade-offs associated with 

different approaches to decisions and policymaking regarding these resources.  By 

learning about different approaches for understanding environment-society 

relationships, students learn crucial tools for comprehending and assessing 

sustainability.  The syllabus reflects these themes in its overall description, in the 

schedule of topics and readings, and in the assignments.   

 

Third, the Subcommittee asked about the removal of the prerequisite, and its relation to the 

GEC category.   

• When the course was proposed in 2002, a prerequisite was requested by one of the 

curriculum committees reviewing the proposal (I do not have more information about 

which committee).  We decided this was a reasonable request, despite the fact that 

none of our 400-level courses have prerequisites.  The course listed as a prerequisite 

(Geog 210) provides a physical geography perspectives on environmental issues.  Now 

that we have taught this class for six years, we have found that this is not a necessary 



prerequisite for the course.  Instead we think that these courses offer different but 

parallel introductions to geographical study of environmental issues; either one could 

come first in a students’ education in this area.  Thus we wish to have the prerequisite 

removed.   

• We do not expect that removing the perquisite should alter the ability of the course to 

meet the GEC social science category HNER requirements.  As stated above, the core 

content of the course still closely matches the expected learning outcomes of this GEC 

category.  The focus is social science (geographical) understanding of individual and 

collective human use and decision making regarding the natural world.   
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Geography 400 – Geography of North America 
The Ohio State University  

Prospective Syllabus 

 

 

Instructor contact information, office hours 

 

Course Description: 

Welcome to Geography 400 – Geography of North America!  This course provides an 

introduction to urban, political, economic, physical and social geographic issues 

throughout North America. We will focus on the dense web of political, economic and 

social interconnections that draw together Americans, Mexicans and Canadians on our 

shared continental landmass.  This is not merely a descriptive endeavor.  We will seek to 

understand and explain why we live the way we do.  This necessarily entails a critical 

perspective, one that will challenge us to engage with the world around us and 

challenge our commonly held assumptions about why things are the way they are.     

 

GEC Category: Diversity: Social Diversity in the United States  

Goals/Rationale:  

Courses in social diversity will foster an understanding of the pluralistic nature of 

institutions, society, and culture in the United States and Canada.  

Learning Objectives:  

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity, and 

religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States.  

2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and 

values.  

 

Students with disabilities 

 

Students with disabilities that have been certified 

by the Office for Disability Services will be 

appropriately accommodated, and should contact 

me as soon as possible in the quarter to discuss 

your requirements. The Office for Disability 

Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil 

Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; 

http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.  
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Course website  

 

The course syllabus, announcements, readings, lecture notes, exam review guides and 

other useful resources will be available at www.carmen.osu.edu. Log in using your OSU 

Internet User Name and Password and then select Geography 400 from the list of 

courses for which you are currently enrolled. It is recommended that you regularly check 

the web site for updates and news.  

 

If you have problems logging in, check with me as soon as possible to determine 

whether or not you are officially enrolled. In the event that I am unable to get you 

logged in, you are responsible for contacting Carmen and gaining access to the class 

website. 

 

Course time and location 

Two 1 hr 48 min lectures per week. 

 

Reading 

 

The majority of texts on North America discuss only Canada and the US, despite the fact 

that Mexico City is North America's largest city! For this reason, this course will be 

structured around readings culled from academic journals and edited collections. We 

will also make use of some web material and film resources. The readings are available 

through the library and will also be posted on the class website on Carmen at 

www.carmen.osu.edu  

 

Grading scale 

 

A 93-100 

A- 90-92.9 

B+ 87-89.9 

B 83-86.9 

B- 80-82.9 

C+ 77-79.9 

C 73-76.9 

C- 70-72.9 

D+ 67-69.9 

D 60-66.9 

E 0-59.9 

EN Too many absences to permit a passing grade 
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Course grade 

 

Midterm        30% 

Final       30% 

Midterm take home essay (due week 5)  15% 

Final take home essay     15% 

Attendance/Participation (due date of final exam) 10% 

 

Attendance will be taken each class. 

 

The exams will consist of a mix of ID questions, short answer questions and longer essay 

questions. Examples of each will be discussed in detail in class. 

 

Class protocols 

 

This will be a rewarding and engaging class, but before we get started please read the 

following protocols which hold, without exception, for all students enrolled in this 

course. These are designed to make your learning experience more enjoyable. I take 

teaching very seriously, and I want you to take learning equally so. 

 

Collegiality in the classroom requires that you turn off your cell phone. 

 

Regular and punctual attendance is required. 

 

I will post a condensed version of the lecture slides at the end of every week. This does 

not mean that you are free to miss class. I will present examples and details in class that 

will not appear on the lecture slides. If you miss a class, it is highly recommended that 

you get a full set of notes from one of your colleagues. The exams are designed explicitly 

for students who attend class regularly. 

 

Come and see me in office hours. I will be more than happy to answer questions and go 

over class material. If you cannot make posted hours, arrange an alternative 

appointment by email. 

 

There are two exams for this course. You must successfully complete both exams in 

order to pass the course (i.e. miss one exam, fail the class). If you miss an exam and wish 

to write a make-up, you must have an original doctor’s note demonstrating that you 

sought medical attention for an unavoidable reason. The note must include the doctor’s 

name and a telephone number where I can contact her/him. If you miss an exam due to 

a medical emergency, the make-up exam must be written within one week (seven days) 

of the originally scheduled exam. If you miss the final exam and do not write the make-

up prior to grades being posted (this may be sooner than a week), you will be awarded 

an “INC” grade which I will later change based on your final exam grade. An absence 
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related to either the midterm or final must be explained directly in person to me, not 

communicated via email. 

 

Academic integrity 

 

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in 

teaching, research and other educational and scholarly activities. The Ohio State 

University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expects that all 

students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that 

all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and 

honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines 

established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and in this syllabus may 

constitute “Academic Misconduct.” 

 

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) 

(oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that 

tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the 

educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) 

plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student 

and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Ignorance of the 

University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic 

misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, 

specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct. 

 

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am 

obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the COAM.  If COAM 

determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., 

committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a 

failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal. If you have any questions about 

the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact 

me. 

 

Weekly lecture schedule 

 

Date Topics Readings Assignments  

Lecture 1 

 

Introduction, 

What is Geography? 

 

No reading  

Lecture 2 

 

Cultural Regions of the 

US  

 

 

Mann, Geoff  (2008) “Why Does 

Country Music Sound White? Race 

and the Voice of Nostalgia”. Ethnic 
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& Racial Studies 31(1) pp. 73-100. 

 

Lecture 3 

 

Canada, the 51
st

 State? A 

Crash course in Canadian 

Cultural and Political 

History 

 

 

Mahon, Rianne (2008) “Varieties of 

Liberalism: Canadian Social Policy 

from the ‘Golden Age’ to the 

Present”. Social Policy and 

Administration 42(4) pp. 342-361. 

 

Watch Michael Moore’s Sicko 

(2007) 

 

 

Lecture 4 

 

Mexico: el otro lado 

 

 

Dear, Michael (2001) “Tale of Two 

Cities – Tijuana” in The Postmodern 

Urban Condition (London: 

Routledge). 

 

Dell’Agnese, Ella (2005) “The US-

Mexico Border in American Movies: 

a Political Geography Perspective”. 

Geopolitics 10(2) pp.204-221. 

 

Watch Orson Welles’ Touch of Evil 

(1958) 

 

 

Lecture 5 

 

Fordism in America and 

Canada:  the golden 

years, 1935-1970 

 

TBA  

Lecture 6 

 

Urban Poverty and 

Policing in Post-Fordist 

America and Canada, 

1970-present 

 

 

Gilmore, Ruthie (1999) 

“Globalisation and US prison 

growth: From Military Keynesianism 

to post-Keynesian Militarism”. Race 

and Class 40(1) pp. 171-188. 

 

 

Lecture 7 
Canada and the “Staples 

Export Trap” 

 

Selections from Innis, Harold (1956) 

Essays in Canadian Economic 

History, ed Mary Q. Innis (Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press). 
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Old Messages, New Media: The 

Legacy of Innis/ Anciens Messagers, 

nouveaux medias” L’héritage d’Innis 

at the Library and Archives Canada 

homepage 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca

/innis-mcluhan/index-e.html  

 

Lecture 8 

 

Mexico and the Border 

Industrialization 

Program: Maquiladoras 

from 1965 – present 

 

 

Cravey, Altha (1998), “The New 

Model: a Case Study of the 

Maquiladoras” in Women and Work 

in Mexico’s Maquiladoras (Lanham: 

Rowman and Littlefield). 

 

Anderson, Joan and Gerber, James 

(2008) “Trade, Investment and 

Manufacturing” in Fifty Years of 

Change on the US-Mexico Border 

(Austin: University of Texas Press). 

 

http://www.corpwatch.org/article.p

hp?id=1528  

 

Paper 

Proposal 

Lecture 9 

 

The North American Free 

Trade Agreement: the 

Americanization of the 

Canadian and Mexican 

Economies 

 

 

Holmes, John ( 2000) "Regional 

Economic Integration in North 

America" in The Oxford Handbook 

of Economic Geography eds Gordon 

L. Clark, M.P. Feldman and M.S. 

Gertler (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press). 

 

 

Lecture 10 MIDTERM  
Take home 

essay 

handed out 

Lecture 11 

 

Gringolandia: Mexico as 

US Tourist Space in the 

Age of NAFTA 

 

 

Torres, Rebecca Maria (2006) 

“Gringolandia: the Construction of a 

New Tourist Space in Mexico”. 

Annals of the Association of 

American Geographers 95(2) pp. 

Take home 

essay due 



Instructor 

Department of Geography, Ohio State 

 7

314-335. 

 

Lecture 12 

 

20th and 21st Century 

Canadian Immigration 

Politics 

 

 

Mountz, Alison (2004) “Embodying 

the Nation-State:  Canada's 

Response to Human Smuggling”.  

Political Geography, 23(3) pp. 323-

345. 

 

 

Lecture 13 

 

20th and 21st Century  

US-Mexico Immigration 

Politics 

 

 

Mains, Susan (2002) “Maintaining 

National Identity at the Border: 

Masculinity, and the Policing of 

Immigration in Southern California” 

in Geographies of Power ed Andrew 

Herod and Melissa Wright (London: 

Blackwell). 

 

 

Lecture 14 

 

The Militarization of 

NAFTA: the North 

American Security 

Perimeter and the 

Merida Initiative After 

9/11 

 

 

Gilbert, Emily (2007) "Leaky Borders 

and Solid Citizens: Governing 

Security, Prosperity and Quality of 

Life in a North American 

Partnership". Antipode 39(1) pp. 77-

98. 

 

Laura Carlsen, “A Primer on Plan 

Mexico”, at the America’s Program 

website http://americas.irc-

online.org/am/5204  

 

 

Lecture 15 

Human-Environment 

Relations in Cascadia: 

Canadian Wood Exports 

to the US and Conserving 

Canada’s Rainforests 

 

Braun, Bruce (1997) “Buried 

Epistemologies: the Politics of 

Nature in Postcolonial British 

Columbia”. Annals of the 

Association of American 

Geographers 87(1) pp. 3-31. 

 

 

Lecture 16 

 

Transnational Politicking: 

the Case of Mexican 

Hometown Associations 

 

Smith, Michael and Bakker, Matt 

(2008) “ Transnational Electoral 

Politics: the Multiple Coronations of 
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in the US in the Age of 

NAFTA 

 

the Tomato King” in Citizenship 

Across Borders (Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press). 

 

Lecture 17 

 

North American 

Megacities: Urban 

Geography of Vancouver 

 

 

Anderson, Kay (1999) “Trouble in 

Chinatown” in Vancouver’s 

Chinatown (Montréal; McGill 

University Press). 

 

Mitchell, Katharyne (2004) 

“Vancouver Goes Global” in 

Crossing the Neoliberal Line 

(Philadelphia: Temple University 

Press). 

 

 

Lecture 18 

 

North American 

Megacities: Urban 

Geography of Mexico 

City, and Reforming the 

Ejido System Under 

NAFTA 

 

 

 

Jones, Gareth and Ward, Peter 

(1998) “Privatizing the Commons: 

Reforming the Ejido and Urban 

Development in Mexico”. 

International Journal of Urban and 

Regional Research 22(1) pp. 76-93. 

 

Perramond EP (2008) “The Rise and 

Fall of the Mexican Ejido”. 

Geographical Review 98(3) pp. 356-

371. 

 

 

Lecture 19 

 

North American 

Megacities: Urban 

Geography of Los Angeles 

 

 

Selections from Davis, Mike (1999) 

Ecology of Fear – Los Angeles and 

the Imagination of Disaster (New 

York: Vintage).  

 

 

Lecture 20 

 

Suburbanization, Sprawl 

and Malls in North 

America 

 

 

Zook, Matt and Graham, Mark 

(2006) “Wal-Mart Nation: Mapping 

the Reach of the Retail Colossus” in 

Wal-Mart World ed Stan Brunn 

(New York: Taylor and Francis). 

 

Walker, Margaret, Walker, David 

and Villagómez Velázquez, Yanga 

Take 

home 

essay 

handed 

out 
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(2006) “The Wal-Martization of 

Teotihuacán” in Wal-Mart World  ed 

Stan Brunn (New York: Taylor and 

Francis). 

 

FINAL 

EXAM 

 

 

 

 

Take home 

essay due 
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